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the Hijloryof 

OF all the Court and Princes of my blood, 

The hope and expectation of thy time, 

Is ruin’d»and the foulc of eucry man 
Propheticalydoe fore-thinkc thy fall: 

Had I fo lauifh of my prefence bcene, 

So common hackneicd in the eyes of men, 

So ftaleandcheape tovuigar company. 

Opinion that did helpe me to the Crowne, 

Had (till kept loyall to poffcffiou. 

And left me in reputelefle baniftiment. 

A fellow of no marke nor likelihood. 

By being fcldomeleene, I coaid not ftirre. 

But likea Comet I was wondred at. 

That men would tell their Children, This is he t 
Others would fay,W here? Which is Bnllingbretk^ 
And then I ftoleall courtefie from heauen. 

And dreft my fe'fe in fuch humility. 

That 1 did plucke allegiance from mens hearts : 
Loud (houtes and faiutanons from their mouthes, 
Euenin the prefence ofthe crowned King. 

Thus 1 did keepe my per Con frefli and new. 

My pretence likea robe^ontificall, 

Ne're fecne, but wondad at, and 16 my ftate, 
Seldomc,but fumptuous, fhewed like a fcaft 
And wanne by rarenefle (ueb fo'emmty. 

The skipping King, he ambled vp and downe. 
With (hallow iefters, andrafh bauin wits, 

Soone kindled, and foone burnt, carded his ftate. 
Mingled his roya'ty with carping fooles; 

Had his great name propbanedwiththeirfeornes, 
And gaue his conncenancc againft his name, 

To laugh at gybing Boyes,and ftand the pufh 
Of- eucry bcardleflevainc comparatiue, 

Grew a companion to the common ftreets, 
Enforc’?; himfelte to popularity, 

Thatbei g daily fwallowed by mens eyes, 

They forfeited with hony, and began to loath 
The talle offweccaeffe.whercof alittle. 


Henry the Fourth • 

More then alittle, is by much too much. 

So when he had occafton to bee fecne. 

He was, but as the Cuckow is m Iune, 

Heard, not regarded .* fecne but with fuch eyes 
As fickcand blunted with community, 
afford no extraordinary gaze# 

Such as is bent on fun-like Maiefty, 

W hen it fbUes feldomc in admirkgeyes. 

But rather drowzd, and hung their eye-lie, s downe 
Slept in his face, and rendred fuch afpe 
As cloudy men vie to doe to their aduerfaries . 
Being with his prcfencc, glutted, gorgde, and full, 
And in that very line,H*r>7»fi»ndeii i hcu, 
For.thou haft loll thy Princely priuiieftge, 

Withvileparticipation.Notan eye .,1 ; r j 

But is a wtc ry of t hy common fight, • • , ft 
Saue mine, w hich hath defotd to fee t hec mo re, 
Whichnow ooth that I would not h-aue it done. 
Make blind it felferwuh fooiilfo tcydsmefi'e. o.-- 

Vri». I fhall hereafter, toy thr ice gracious Lord, 
Beinorciuyfelfe. King, For all the world 
As chon arttothishourc, was Rickard then, 

W hen I f roan France fet tcoce at Rnus*$nrgh, 
Andcuen as I was then,is Percy now : 

Now by my fceptcr.and my foule to bootc; 

He hath more worthy mtereft to the flate 
Then thou , the fhadotv of fuecefiion. 

For of no right nof colour like to right 
He doth fill fields with Harndlenvthe Realms, 
Turnes head againftitheLyi^lsarmedJawes, v 
And being no tnoisin debt coyeeres then thou,. 
Leads ancient Lord s, and reuct ent Bilhops On, 

To bloody battels^nd-to brufingarmes. -,v 
W hat neuer-dy tog honour hath he got, 

Againft renowned I>.w>£ft*(?,whofe high d cedes, 
Whofe hot incurfions aad: gr ^at name a ;j A rwes, 1 
Holdafrom all fouldiersetofi^Maiority^r ?’ 

And military title capitally t:c ?L: ; . 
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